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Roll No. 
 

DAV BORL PUBLIC SCHOOL, BINA  

Half Yearly Exam 2022-23 (Sample Question Paper) 

Class - IX Subject - English 
 

Time Allowed – 3 Hours        MM: - 80 

 

General Instructions –  
1. This question paper consists of 3 sections, 12 questions and 7 pages. 

2. All questions are compulsory. 

3. Read instruction or the question statements meticulously and then only start writing answers. 

4. Children are advised to write the answers of the same section together. 
5. Write correct question numbers and don’t change the format of the questions. 

 

 Section ‘A’ - Reading Skills 
 

20Marks 

  Q1. Read the passage given below carefully. 

1. The three major effects of viewing TV violence are: children may 
become less sensitive to the pain and suffering of others, they may 
be more fearful of the world around them, and they may be more 

likely to behave in aggressive or harmful ways towards others. 
Parents can limit the effects of violence by viewing TV together with 

the child and discussing the violence with the child. Talk about why 
the violence happened and how painful it is. They may ask the child 
how conflicts can be 'solved' without violence and explain to the child 

how violence on an entertainment programme is actually 'fake'. 
Parents must restrict violent videos. Encourage your child to watch 
programmes with characters that cooperate, help and care for one 

another. These programmes have been shown to have a positive 
influence on children. 

 
2. Television programming currently is all about showing reality 
without censorship, meaning that child watches are inundated with 

shows depicting physical and sexual violence, as well as the use of 
illegal substances and harsh language. According to the American 

Academy of Pediatrics, "Extensive research evidence indicates that 
media violence can contribute to aggressive behaviour, 
desensitisation to violence, nightmares, and fear of being harmed." 

Statistics say that some cartoons average twenty acts of violence in 
one hour, and that by the age of eighteen children will have seen 
16,000 simulated murders and 200,000 acts of violence on 

television. Young people are especially in jeopardy of the negative 
effects of television violence because "many younger children cannot 

discriminate between what they see and what is real". 
 
3. Read to your child rather than watch television. Children's stories, 

written by thoughtful authors, portray conflict in a more realistic 
and constructive manner. The best TV teachers are entertaining as 
well as informative, and they are also child-centred, so that they 

expand the horizons of the young minds. 
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4. Watching these programmes provides children with the right 

stimulus to acquire knowledge through an indirect play way 
methodology. Absorption of such knowledge and the love for learning 
are stirred and the child begins to understand the explorative thrills 

of the knowledge track, where he becomes the racing car driver 
speeding the knowledge vehicle through his own speedometer of 

knowledge acquisition. 
 

 Now on the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the 

following questions (any ten) –  

1X10=10 

 a. Choose the option that best captures the central idea of the 
passage. 

i. TV is not the only source of entertainment 
ii. TV affects the young children 

iii. Effects of violence by viewing TV 
iv. Sensitive approach towards television programmes 

b. Which of the following justify the purpose of passage as implied by 

author? 
1. Informative  

2. Neutral  
3. Opinionated 
4. Suggestive  

5. Advisory 
i. 1 and 2 
ii. 3 and 5 

iii. 4 and 5 
iv. 2 and 3 

c. Which of the following will be the most appropriate title for the 
passage? 

i. TV and Violence 

ii. Violence Affecting Children 
iii. Ineffective Television Programming 

iv. Increasing Criminality Among Children 
d. Select the option that makes the correct use of "kindled", as used 
in the passage, to fill in the blank space. 

i. If the mixture proves difficult to .............increase the 
proportion of ethylene. 

ii. As soon as she heard his voice a vivid glow.................. in 

her face, lighting up both her sorrow and her joy 
iii. Carmen turned the .............. off and shut the door. 

iv. Her question seemed to ..........him all the more. 
e. Which among the following will help to have a positive influence on 
children? 

i. Watch Programmes which encourages positivity. 
ii. Watch Programmes which are showing reality with harsh 

language. 

iii. Watch Programmes with characters that cooperate, help 
and care for each other. 

iv. Watch programmes which boost up your morale 
f. What is the title of the study? 

i. Entertaining and informative 

ii. Imaginative and illogical 
iii. Realistic and constructive 
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iv. Kind and sensitive 

g. What is the meaning of 'jeopardy' as used in the passage? 
 
h. What is the methodology suggested by the author for effective 

learning? 
 

i. How can parents limit the effects of violence on their children? 
 
j. What is thw television programming all about? 

 
k. What is the drawback of viewing TV violence? 
 

1. What should television programme focus on? 

 
  Q2. Read the passage given below carefully. 

 

 

 1. The Amazon River Basin is home to the largest rainforest on 
Earth. The basin- roughly the size of the forty-eight contiguous 
United States - covers some 40 percent of the South American 

continent and includes parts of eight South American countries: 
Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela, Guyana, and 
Suriname, as well as French Guiana, a department of France. 

 
2. Reflecting environmental conditions as well as past human 

influence, the Amazon is made up of a mosaic of ecosystems and 
vegetation types including rainforests, seasonal forests, deciduous 
forests, flooded forests, and savannas. 

 
3.  The basin is drained by the Amazon River, the world's largest 
river in terms of discharge, and the second longest river in the world 

after the Nile. The river is made up of over 1,100 tributaries, 17 of 
which are longer than 1000 miles, and two of which are larger, in 

terms of volume, than the Congo river. The river system is the lifeline 
of the forest. 

 
 

4. The extent of the Amazon depends on the definition. The 
biogeographic Amazon ranges from 7.76-8.24 million sq km (3-3.2 
million sq mi), of which just over 80 percent is forested. Today the 

Amazon River is the most voluminous river on Earth, carrying more 
than five times the volume of the Congo or twelve times that of the 
Mississippi, draining an area nearly the size of the forty-eight 
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contiguous United States. 

5.  The Amazon has a long history of human settlement, but in 
recent decades the pace of change has accelerated due to an increase 
in human population, the introduction of mechanized agriculture, 

and integration of the Amazon region into the global economy. Vast 
quantities of commodities produced in the Amazon cattle beef and 

leather, timber, soy, oil and gas, and minerals, to name a few- are 
exported today to China, Europe, the U.S., Russia, and other 
countries. This shift has had substantial negative impacts on the 

Amazon. 
  

Now on the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the 

following questions – 
a. In the line “……mosaic of ecosystem”, the word “mosaic” DOES 

NOT refer to 
i. A combination 
ii. A co-existence 

iii. Jumble 
iv. A Pattern 

 
b. Which of the following is true about the tributaries of Amazon 

river? 

i. There are over 1100 tributaries 
ii. Most of them are larger than river Congo 
iii. They are the lifeline of the rainforests 

iv. They provide sustenance to the indigenous tribes 
 

c. Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the 
option that lists the types of vegetation found in the Amazon 
rainforests: 

1. Seasonal forests 
2. Deciduous forests 

3. Flooded forests 
4. Savannas 
5. Tropical evergreen forests 

6. Mangrove forests 
i. 1 and 2 
ii. 5 and 6 

iii. 3 and 4 
iv. 2 and 6 

d. To show the vastness of the Amazonian river basin, the writer 
compares it to 
i. Congo river 

ii. Mississippi river 

iii. 48 states of USA 
iv. 48 states of UK 

e. About....................... of the land covering the Amazon is 
forested. 

i. 90% 
ii. 80% 
iii. 85% 

iv. 95% 
 

 

1X10=10 
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f. Choose the option that lists statement that is NOT TRUE. 

i. The Amazon Rainforest consists of varied ecosystems. 
ii. The Amazon river is the source of life for the rainforest. 
iii. The continuous rains in the region keeps the river 

flowing. 
iv. The Amazon rainforests are rapidly decreasing. 

g. What had lead to changes in the Amazon? 
 

h. Which substance produced in Amazon is not exported? 

 
i. What can the vastness of the Amazonian land be credited to? 

 

j. What is the development of the Amazon rainforests dependent 
on? 

 
Section ‘B’ – Grammar and Writing Skills 

 
20Marks 

  Q3. Last summer vacation you went to your friend's village. His 
grandmother looked after you as if y were her grandchild. Describe 
her in 100-120 words. 

Or 
Describe the Annual Day celebrations in your school in about 150 

words. Use the following hints. 
 
Date and Time - 22 April, 2020 - at 6:00 pm - Place School Auditorium 
- Chief Guest- Mr. Ravindra Gupta, District Magistrate - Activities - 
Annual Report Presentation, Prize Distribution, Cultural Programmes, 
Speech by Chief Guest, Vote of Thanks 

 

5 

  Q4. You are Naresh/Naina. You happened to go to your friend's place in 

a crowded bus today. Record you experience in 100-120 words in the 
form of a diary entry. 
 

Bad experience-board the bus-so hot-pushing each other-thirty hours-
sigh of relief. 

Or 

Complete the story in 100-120 words which begins as follows:  
“There was a storm brewing outside and my brother and I were all 
alone at home. Suddenly the ligh went out...” 

5 

Q5. The following paragraph has not been edited. Find the errors and 
rectify them. (Any four) 

The more important advantage               a. ……………       …………. 
of a nuclear family are that                     b. ……………       …………. 

people get his privacy.                            c. ……………       …………. 
In a joint family, there are                      d. ……………       …………. 
restrictions which todays                        e. ……………       …………. 

generation do not like. 
They disregard the advantages of a joint family. 
 

1X4 = 4 

Q6. Choose the correct options to fill in the blanks to complete the note. 
 

Many tumour markers have been (i)………. at the time. 
Unfortunately, most of them have turned out to be no good at 
detecting cancer in its early stages though a handful have proved 

1X3 = 3 
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(ii)....... doctors monitor a cancer patient's response to treatment, as 

well as giving some indication of recurrence. At present, (iii)…….. in 
early cancer detection is PSA. Now a standard test for prostate 
cancer can't be thought of without PSA. 

i.  

a. finding looked promised 

b. found that looked promising 
c. find looking promising 

d. found that were looking promising 

ii.  

a. useful for helping 

b. using to helped 

c. used in helping 

d. used to help 
iii.  

a. the marker most often used  
b. the marker that had been used 
c. the only marker widely used 

d. the one marker that has been used 
 

Q7. Convert the following sentences into indirect speech. 
i. Saurabh said to Priya, 'Why are you sketching on the wall?' 
ii. 'Sumit fell as he'd have wished', the father said. 

iii. Harshit said to Tara, Karan will leave for his mother's place 
tomorrow". 

1X3 = 3 

 Section ‘C’ - Literature 40Marks 

Q8.A Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 

1X5 = 5 

 I had my meal at a restaurant and returned to my room. I heard a 

noise from above as I opened the door. The sound was a familiar one. 
a. Who is 'I' in these lines? 

i. The patient 

ii. Doctor-narrator  
iii. The landlord  
iv. The neighbour  

b. Where did the narrator have his meal? 
i. In house  

ii. In a friend's room  
iii. In club  
iv. In a restaurant 

c. Where did the narrator return? 
i. To a restaurant  

ii. To his room  
iii. To his friend's room  
iv. To his hospital 

d. What will be the antonym of the word 'unknown' in the 
passage? 

e. Which sound was heard when door was opened?  

 

B Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 
 

1X5=5 

 Then took the other, just as fair,  
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And having perhaps the better claim,  

Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 
Though as for passing there 
Had worn them really about the same 

 
a. Who is the poet of the given extract? 

b. Which word in the extract is the opposite of haulting? 
c. What does 'Just as fair' in the extract mean? 
d. Which road did the narrator choose? 

e.  Why did the second road present a better claim than the first 
one? 
 

Q9. Answer any four out of five questions in about 40 – 50 words. 
a. How does the wind make fun of the weaklings? 

b. How did Kezia's grandmother encourage her to get to know her 
father better? 

c. What does each sound on the shingle create? 

d. Who was Saint Peter? How did he reach the little woman's 
cottage? 

e. Describe the evolution of Shehnai from Pungi. (The Sound of 
Music) 

3X4=12 

Q10. Answer any two out of three questions in about 40 – 50 words. 

a. How did Toto behave with Nana, the pet donkey? 
b. Why did the king want to punish the merchant? (In the 

Kingdom of Fools) 

c. Why was swallow unable to sleep first night peacefully? 
 

3X2 = 6 

Q11. Then good Saint Peter grew angry, 
(For he was hungry and faint;  
And surely such a woman 

Was enough to provoke a saint. 
And he said, "You are far too selfish 

To dwell in a human form, 
To have both food and shelter, 
And fire to keep you warm. 

 
The quoted lines have been taken from which poem? What events are 
being described in the stanza? (100 – 120 words) 

OR 
How would you react to your school being replaced by a computer 

operated system and a mechanical teacher replacing your present 
teacher, keeping in mind the lesson ‘The Fun They Had'? (100 – 120 
words) 
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Q12. Do you think, it is advisable to keep a monkey like Toto as part of 
pets in the house? Why/Why not? (100 – 120 words) 

OR 
By nature and from the childhood only human beings have dual or 

ambiguous attitude to react differently in different situations. 
Keeping in mind the lesson ‘The Lost Child’, support the given 
statement. 

6 

 


